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5th Annual Meeting of the Anti-Corruption Network

for Transition Economies

10 - 12 September 2003

Istanbul

Draft SUMMARY Agenda

This draft summary agenda of the 5th Annual ACN meeting has been prepared by the OECD Secretariat in order to provide the invitees with an overview of the meeting structure. A detailed agenda will be provided to the participants closer to the meeting date.

For more information about the meeting and the draft summary agenda please contact Ms. Vera Gündel, ACN Secretariat, tel.: 33 1 45 24 87 38, fax: 33 1 44 30 63 07, e-mail: vera.gundel@oecd.org.

Background

The Anti-Corruption Network for Transition Economies (ACN) was launched in 1998, in recognition of the value-added of knowledge sharing, improved donor co-ordination, and enhanced collaboration between governments and civil society in combating corruption. The Network is bringing together national governments and civil society organisations from 24 transition economies and international donor agencies. 

The Steering Group of the Network currently includes the OECD, the Council of Europe (CoE), the Open Society Institute (OSI), the World Bank, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the European Commission (EC), Transparency International (TO), the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO), UNDP and ABA/CEELI. The OECD hosts the Secretariat of the Network. 

 

At the 2002 Annual Meeting of the Network, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, the Russian Federation, Tajikistan and Ukraine called for a regional initiative aiming to implement an Anti-Corruption Action Plan in this sub-region. 

Objectives of the meeting

The overall objective of the meeting is to provide a forum for taking stock of anti-corruption efforts in transition economies, to exchange experience, best practices and lessons learned on developments in key areas, and to discuss and develop possible future activities. 

Specific objectives of the 5th Annual Meeting of the ACN are:

· Ministerial level endorsement of the new regional initiative for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, the Russian Federation, Tajikistan and Ukraine;

· Review of progress under ongoing regional initiatives;

· Discussion and identification of priorities on emerging priority issues, including methodologies to measure corruption, political party financing and fighting corruption in the public service sector;

· Exchange of experiences and identification of areas for future action under the three main focus areas of the Network: accountability and transparency in the public service, integrity in business operations and institutional strategies to combat corruption.

Participants

The Annual Meeting will bring together 100 participants from the Network region – representing governments and civil society – and international NGOs, international organisations and financing institutions and donors. It is expected that the high-level plenary session for the endorsement of the new regional initiative is expected to bring together ministerial level representatives from participating countries. 

Through funding from the Swiss government, the OECD Secretariat finances the participation of Network country representatives.

Documents of the Meeting

The Action Plan is proposed for the endorsement of the meeting. Other documents are provided for information. 

Language
English and Russian will be the working languages of the meeting; simultaneous English-Russian interpretation will be provided.

Back-to-back meetings

Two back-to-back meetings are planed in the framework of the ACN – the first meeting of the Steering Group of the new regional Action Plan, and a seminar on the management of Conflict of Interest under the Stability Pact Anti-Corruption Initiative. 

Summary Agenda




9 September


Arrival




10 September

08:00
Registration

10:00
Plenary Session 1: Regional Initiatives – Endorsement of the Regional Action Plan




12:30
Lunch




14:00
Plenary Session 2: Regional Initiatives – Updates from Regional Initiatives 

16:30
Steering Group of the new Regional Action Plan (for members only)




19:00
Cocktail Reception




11 September

09:00
Plenary Session 3: Cross cutting priorities: Measuring Corruption

11:00
Plenary Session 4: Cross cutting priorities: Political Party Financing




12:30
Lunch




14:30
Parallel Working Group Sessions


Room A. 
Room B. 
Room C. 


Conflict of Interest
Business Contribution
Specialised agencies 


Budget Transparency

Public Services 

(for invited participants)




12 September

10.00
Plenary Session 5: Summary of Discussions and Next Steps




12.30
Closure and Departure




13 September


Managing Conflict of Interest (for SPAI participants)





Departure
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